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National Council of State Boards of
Nursing’s 6 Essential Principles of
Nursing and Cannabis

+ The nurse shall have a working knowledge of the current state of
legalization of medical and recreational cannabis use.

+ The nurse shall have a working knowledge of the jurisdiction’s
medical marijuana program.

+ The nurse shall have an understanding of the endocannabinoid
system, cannabinoid receptors, cannabinoids, and the interaction
between them.

+ The nurse shall have an understanding of cannabis pharmacology
and the research associated with the medical use of cannabis.

+ The nurse shall be able to identify the safety considerations for
patient use of cannabis.

+The nurse shall approach the patient without judgement,
regarding the patient’s choice of treatment or preferences in
managing pain and other distressing symptoms.




